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in September 1919, appeared in Warsaw. On May 22 he had a
long interview with the Marshal, but that they reached no agree-
ment was plain, because the attacks of the National Democrats on
Pilsudski's policy of federalism took on fresh violence. Soon the
anti-federalists had their innings, for the victory in the Ukraine
proved short-lived. Presently it was evident that the easy advance
of the Poles on Kieff had been in some measure a ruse to draw off
Polish troops from the northern sector where the Bolshevik attack
was about to begin.
SOVIET HELD IN THE NORTH
Tukhachevsky, the Commander-in-Chief of the Soviet armies in
the north, a man only twenty-eight years of age, had been for-
merly a sub-lieutenant of the Imperial Guard. With the I5th
Bolshevik Army, comprising six infantry divisions and one of
cavalry, he began an enveloping movement on May 15, 1920,
of the Polish left wing. To oppose him the Poles had their
ist Army, which consisted of three infantry divisions and a brigade
of cavalry. The superior strength of the Bolsheviks forced back
the Poles a considerable distance. Lower down the line Tukha-
chevsky attacked Borisow, bringing into action the i6th Bol-
shevik Army against the 4th Polish Army, which succeeded,
however, in repulsing the assault. The resistance, too, of the ist
Army stiffened, and reinforced it held the Bolsheviks at bay
near Molodeczno; behind it an Army of Reserve, under Sosn-
kowski, was formed of four infantry divisions, a cavalry brigade
and other troops. Close to the 4th Army two infantry divisions
were concentrated. These fresh forces attacked the Bolsheviks,
and nearly caught them as in a vice, but they contrived to make
good their retreat, though with heavy losses. The general result
was that the Bolsheviks were pushed back nearly to the positions
from which they had started, and the Poles stood on the line of
the Dvina, Auta and Beresina as the first week in June closed.
SOVIET SUCCESS IN THE SOUTH
At the beginning of June Pilsudski's plan was to hold his front in
the northern sector and to attack in the southern, in which in the